
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

General Parent Evening       

 

WHAT DOES THE ROAD AHEAD LOOKS LIKE? 
We have been inundated with “rollercoaster” reports over the past week, calling for the closure of 
schools..., which made me think of Hamlet’s quote from the Shakespeare drama “Hamlet”...  

 
“To be, or not to be? That is the question - 

Whether 'tis nobler in the mind to suffer  
The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune,  
Or to take arms against a sea of troubles....”  

 
The question is: “Should schools close or remain open?”. There is no easy answer to that. The 
question, about what would be in the best interest of the children, staff and parents, is not as one-
dimensional as one might think.  
 
Parents must know that the school does everything in its power to ensure that the school is a safe 
place. Over the last few weeks, the Riebies’ were able to achieve what only a small number of 
schools in the country could – which is the successful phasing in of all the grades.   
 
I am truly proud to say that the Riebie staff and Governing Body went out of their way to 
accommodate the learners safely at the school, and to provide them with the best possible 
education. The fact that 90% of the school’s learners are attending school, is a motion of confidence 
that parents’ have in the staff and their abilities. A sincere thanks for your positive support! 
 
There are however certain aspects over which the school has no control. Various role-players on 
government level, unions and other institutions are busy negotiating the way forward for schools. 
The decision to close schools for an indefinite period, will have to be decided on government level 
and will be decided from an objective scientific and medical viewpoint, over which we have no 
control.  
 
Whether we agree or not: The best interest of learners and staff, on a national level, will undoubtedly 
be placed under scrutiny.  
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Building a legacy together ~ today! 

Headlines 
If you don’t have the best of everything, make 

the best of everything you have.  

~Marie Curie~  
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It is a fact that the school made giant strides over the last few months, to distribute work to learners 
on electronic platforms. Especially over the past three weeks, the school was very successful in 
reaching learners with academics on various platforms.  
 
If I reminisce about what 2020 presented to us thus far, it reminds me of the “perfect” paradox from 
one of the biggest masterpieces of literature:  
 
Charles Dickens se Roman – “A Tale of Two Cities” 
 

It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of 
foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of Lights, it 
was the season of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair, we had 
everything before us, we had nothing before us. 
 
It is easy to be overcome with doubt in these contrasting times. Is there a way out of our current 
circumstances?  
 

Although we cannot point out any silver lining related to this crisis, there WILL be an end. Exactly 
what it will look like, we will have to wait and see, but any constructive impact is somewhere locked 
up in our thoughts – how we react to the COVID-19 virus. This virus knows no race, colour, age, 
financial background, political beliefs or persuasion of faith. It does not discriminate, attacks 
randomly, and it literally brought humanity to its knees – maybe just what we need??  
 
After we rise from the ashes, and after conquering the virus, what will matter is how it changed us, 
and that is what is important. When we realize that we can set aside our differences and prejudices 
for a while and support each other, we undoubtedly grew within these abnormal circumstances.  
 
 
“The best of time” is the potential in all of this...... In all of us! 
 
The book’s conclusion is: “It’s a far, far better thing that I do, than I have ever done.....”.  There is so 
much to learn, that will ultimately bring us closer together. We must change our view of each other, 
support and appreciate each other. Each day is an opportunity to start over and try again, and one 
day we will look back and be grateful for the lessons we have learnt during this time.  
 

Appreciate what you HAVE 
before time makes you appreciate what you HAD.  

 

 
 

RIEBIES ARE CLEANING CLASSROOMS, RESTROOMS AND OFFICES 
A decision has been made, in conjunction with the Governing Body, to do a deep cleaning from top 
to bottom at the school, from time to time.  An approved company is appointed to perform this 
process. The school will accordingly be closed on Friday, 24 July 2020.  
 

The school will re-open again as scheduled on Monday, 27 July 2020.  
 
With the foregoing having been said, we would like to thank our Terrain Workers, under the 
guidance of the school’s Factotum, Uncle Dolf, for sanitizing every classroom and restroom each 
afternoon, after learners and staff vacate the school terrain. It is sincerely appreciated !  
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https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEU_enZA883ZA883&q=Charles+Dickens+se+Roman+%E2%80%93+%E2%80%9CA+Tale+of+Two+Cities+It+was+the+best+of+times,+it+was+the+worst+of+times,+it+was+the+age+of+wisdom,+it+was+the+age+of+foolishness,+it+was+the+epoch+of+belief,+it+was+the+epoch+of+increduilty,+it+was+the+season+of+Lights,+it+was+the+season+of+Darkness,+it+was+the+spring+of+hope,+it+was+the+winter+of+despair,+we+had+everything+before+us,+we+had+nothing+before+us.&nfpr=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjnkuv5teHqAhWRYsAKHYvdBxwQvgUoAXoECAwQJw
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEU_enZA883ZA883&q=Charles+Dickens+se+Roman+%E2%80%93+%E2%80%9CA+Tale+of+Two+Cities+It+was+the+best+of+times,+it+was+the+worst+of+times,+it+was+the+age+of+wisdom,+it+was+the+age+of+foolishness,+it+was+the+epoch+of+belief,+it+was+the+epoch+of+increduilty,+it+was+the+season+of+Lights,+it+was+the+season+of+Darkness,+it+was+the+spring+of+hope,+it+was+the+winter+of+despair,+we+had+everything+before+us,+we+had+nothing+before+us.&nfpr=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjnkuv5teHqAhWRYsAKHYvdBxwQvgUoAXoECAwQJw


3 

SCHOOL FEES 
We would like to again thank parents who honour this obligation, especially during the lockdown 
which we are all subjected to by the Government. We remind you again that school fees are 
compulsory, in accordance with the School’s Act.  
 
We are privileged to have a school such as Van Riebeeckpark Primary in Kempton Park, where 
private school tuition is offered at state school tariffs.  
 
School fees are, amongst other things, applied for the following: 
 
➢ The purchasing of learner support material;  
➢ The development of facilities;  
➢ The operating expenditure of the school;   
➢ The maintenance of buildings and terrain; and 
➢ The payment of salaries of additional staff. 
 
The school, ultimately, also have a huge responsibility to ensure a safe school environment for 
learners and staff. The cost to maintain the standards of COVID-19 regulations in the workplace is 
not negotiable.  
 
Please note that Laerskool van Riebeeckpark Primary is a Quintile 5 school and therefore receives 
the minimum allowance from the Department of Education. The school thus relies heavily on parents 
to pay their school fees diligently.  
 
 

 
V Botha  | School Principal 

 

 

 

 
INTERSEN 
 

School Attendance 27 - 31 July 2020 

• All Grade 7 learners must use the gate on the East side (Swartwildebees Street).  
 

• All Grade 5 learners must use the gate on the West side (Armada Street).   
 

Grade 4 and Grade 6 learners who do not have access to the digital platform, can come and fetch 
hard copies from the gate in Armada Street, from 12:00 to 13:00, on 28 July 2020.  
 
 
 
 

Academics 
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OLYF: SCHOOL FUND FOR NEEDY LEARNERS AND FAMILIES 

If there is any person or company who would like to get involved by making a cash donation, you 

can deposit into the school’s bank account, as follows:   

Account Name  : Laerskool Van Riebeeckpark 
Bank    : FNB 
Account Type                    :         Cheque Account 
Branch Code         :          205 609 
Account Number  :      6274 913 4243 
Reference Number  : 9754 + Initial and surname 

 

For more information regarding Olyf, or if you would like to make any other donation or suggestions, 

you are welcome to send an email to Mrs. Ansa Mulder - ansa@riebie.co.za . 

Families who do not have food during the “lockdown”, may also request for Government assistance, 
by reporting needs to 0800 428 8364 or by sending an e-mail to support@gauteng.gov.za  

 

 

 
RIEBIE CUSHIONS AND BLANKETS 

Blankets 
You can now purchase a Riebie blanket for your child at R150-00 each. The winter is here, and it is 
the ideal time to invest in one of our unique blankets! Please use the bank details and reference 
number 9769/001, as indicated below. 
 
 
 

Cushions 
The special Riebie cushions can be purchased at R175-00 per cushion. Please use the bank details 
and reference number 9756/001, as indicated below. 
 

Account Name   :  Laerskool van Riebeeckpark 
Bank     :  FNB 
Account Type   :  Cheque Account 
Branch Code    :  205 609 
Account Number   :  6274 913 4243 
Reference Number (Blanket) :  9769/001 + child’s name, surname and grade 
Reference Number (Cushion) :  9756/001 + child’s name, surname and grade 
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RIEBIE MASKS 
The wearing of a mask is compulsory by law, and learners can unfortunately not be allowed to 
enter the school premises without wearing a mask. The safety of our learners is of utmost 
importance. In the interest of your child’s own health, please ensure that his/her face mask is 
washed every day and clean to use the next day.  
 

You are welcome to purchase additional Riebie masks at only R30-00 per mask. We kindly request 
parents not to come to the school to fetch the masks. There are two designs to choose from:   

 
Riebie Mask 1 (RM1) - 
Big rhino in the middle 
 

Riebie Mask 2 (RM2) - 
Lots of small rhinos 
 

If you would like to order a Riebie mask,  
please use the following particulars: 
 

Account Name :  Laerskool van Riebeeckpark 
Bank   :  FNB 
Account Type :  Cheque Account 
Branch Code  :  205 609 
Account Number :  6274 913 4243 
Reference Number :  9701 + Your child’s name,  

   surname and grade + (RM1 or RM2) 
 
 
We request parents not to send cash to the school, as we  
would like to avoid the physical handling of cash. 

 

 
 
 

 


